
CHAIRMAN PAUL FLASH REPORT 

THE WEAPONIZATION OF QUIET SKIES AND TSA WATCH LISTS  

Summary  

On August 21, 2024, Senator Rand Paul opened an investigation into the Transportation 

Security Administration’s Quiet Skies program amidst allegations that it had been weaponized 

against Americans. The Biden Administration stonewalled Senator Paul’s investigation and 

refused to provide records on the Quiet Skies program and related TSA watch lists.  

Upon taking office, the current Secretary of Homeland Security, Kristi Noem, committed to 

complying with Senator Paul’s investigation and review of the Quiet Skies program. On June 5, 

2025, Secretary Noem announced the termination of the Quiet Skies program. Today, Chairman 

Paul is releasing the following key findings based on records produced by Secretary Noem 

related to the Committee’s investigation:  

Key Findings:  

A. Former Congresswoman and current Director of National Intelligence, Tulsi 

Gabbard—a combat veteran and Lieutenant Colonel in the Army Reserve—was 

monitored under the Quiet Skies program on at least five flights in 2024.  

Gabbard was first monitored by Federal Air Marshals on July 23, 2024 – just one day after she 

criticized Joe Biden and Kamala Harris in an interview with Laura Ingraham. 







C. At least 24 individuals were placed on a TSA Watch List due to their connection to 

a group that protested mask mandates.  

 

 

 

In April 2022, twelve individuals were placed on a TSA Watch List for simply removing their 

mask on an aircraft. This is yet another example of how programs purportedly intended to 

protect ordinary Americans from grave threats such as terrorism are twisted to violate the 

privacy and civil liberties of those same Americans. 

 





 

An internal TSA memo from January 15, 2021, authorized watchlisting individuals suspected 

of traveling to Washington, D.C. in connection with January 6 protests, even if there was a lack 

of specific information that they had done anything wrong. 

 

 

Additions to and removals from the TSA Watch Lists in FY 2021 QTR 2.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



E. Dozens of individuals were either denied boarding or subjected to enhanced 

screening based solely on TSA research through the federally funded George 

Washington University Program on Extremism. 

 

The George Washington University Program on Extremism is part of the National 

Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology, and Education Center - a consortium of 

universities funded by the Department of Homeland Security. According to its website, the 

Program on Extremism “meticulously tracked every federal January 6 defendant by 

leveraging publicly available federal court records and open-source reporting.” The website 

suggests the Program on Extremism may have “more detailed datasets” beyond the data 

available on its public website. 

 

 

An internal TSA Watch List report describing individuals subject to enhanced screening 

related to January 6, 2021, with the source listed as “EAB/GWU”. 

 

Description of acronym “EAB/GWU” from internal TSA document. 

 

 

 

 





 

 

According to a supervisory Federal Air Marshal, the Houston Federal Air Marshal told her in 

the fall of 2023 that the FBI case into his wife was being closed due to mistaken identity. 

 

G. Federal Air Marshal Service senior leadership stands by their actions when 

presented with questions from Chairman Paul. 

 

According to TSA documents, including handwritten notes (see below), almost exactly twenty-

four hours after Chairman Paul unveiled initial details of alleged abuses of the Quiet Skies 

program, the Director of the Federal Air Marshal Service was asked about how long it took 

for Chairman Paul to gather information about the program. The Director responded that he 

was “comfortable” with what was done and that they had “always articulated” what they did 

and why. 

 

 

Excerpt of handwritten notes from a Federal Air Marshal Service meeting 
held on May 21, 2025. 




